Just a Closer Walk

With (tee

Kenneth Morris setting of “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” seems more
like a folksong than a specific coinposition, and its style makes it seem
more like a gospel tune than a folksong. The stately tempo and chro-
matic mélody made it u natural choice for the funeral marches that New
Orleans jazz bcnds used to create so picturesquely when they were
hired for such occasions around the turn of the century. Some time later
country singer Red Foley recorded a version of the song that turned into

one of his biggest successes.

Music by Kenneth Morris
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