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from Girl Crazg

\l'hen on October 74, 1930, the opening night of Cirl
crazy', Ethel Merman stepped to the footlights and berted
out the Gershwin brothers' compeUihg oniorn"ement "l
cot Rhgtb-," there u)as no question that a neus Broaduay
.star had been born. As the singer recalled, "On the
s e c o n d  c h o r u s  I  j u s t h e l d t h e ' I '  . . . o n e  l o n g n o t e . . . w h i l e
the orchestra plaged the tune. The audiunru started
cl.apping ofttf about four bars, clapping, clapping,
cIappirtg, and they didn't stop til l I 'd done I don't know
hou manu encores. It was like electricitg."

\lbrds by Ira Gershwin; Music by George Gershwin
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