Cabaret, one of the hits of the 1966 Broadway season, is a searing portrait
of the decadence in Germany that led to the rise of Hitler—not the usual
subject for a musical. But the focal point of the story was a sleazy Berlin
cabaret, so the musical format was really appropriate. The show was based
rather loosely on John Van Druten’s play I Am a Camera, which was taken
from Christopher Isherwood’s Berlin Stories. Ironically, “Cabaret” the
most successful song in the show, has been a popular favorite ever since
the musical opened, but it gives a totally false impression when it is re-
moved from the context of the show. It has been accepted as a happy,
good-time song, played by Dixieland bands and roared out in sing-along
sessions. Superficially, it was that kind of song in the show—but it was as
hollow and false as everything else in the cabaret. Many who saw Cabaret
were so carried away by the high spirits of the title song that they missed
the point of its performance and the horror underlying the story.

from Cabaret

Words by Fred Ebb  Music by John Kander
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