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BRUSH UP YOUR SHAKESPEARE

Words and Music by

COLE PORTER
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Additional Lyrics:

Refrain 4:

Brush up your Shakespeare,

Start quoting him now.

Brush up your Shakespeare

And the women you will wow.

Better mention “The Merchant of Venice”

When her sweet pound o’ flesh you would menace.
If her virtue, at first, she defends — well,

Just remind her that “All’s Well That Ends Well.”
And if still she won’t give you a bonus,

You know what Venus got from Adonis!

Brush up your Shakespeare

And they’ll all kowtow.

Refrain 5:

Brush up your Shakespeare,

Start quoting him now.

Brush up your Shakespeare

And the women you will wow.

If your goil is a Washington Heights dream,
Treat the kid to “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
If she then wants an all-by-herself night,

Let her rest ev’ry ’leventh or “Twelfth Night.”
If because of your heat she gets huffy,

Simply play on and “Lay on, MacDuffy!”
Brush up your Shakespeare

And they’ll all kowtow.



