worked out a plan to feature both sing-
ers. He would take a song, slow it down
as a ballad for Bob, then speed it up and
let Helen swing it. The formula was an
immediate success. “Amapola” was their
first hit and was followed by many oth-
ers, including “Green Eyes” and “Brazil.”
Eberly was perhaps the most popular of
all the big-band singers, Frank Sinatra
included, with a rich, romantic baritone
that won him most of the band-si
polis of 1939-42. It was his misfortun

be drafted into the Armed Forces at
peak of his career, just after filming
Fleet’s In, in which he scored on “Tang
ine” with Helen and on ‘I Rememu
You” with Dorothy Lamour. When B
returned from the war, Sinatra, Dick
Haymes and Perry Como had lefi the
bands they sang with and become big
singing stars on their own. Eberly found
himself largely forgotien.

_(Pretty Little Poppy)

Words by Albert Gamse
Music by Joseph M. Lacalle

No other band was built around its sing-
ers as much as Jimmy Dorsey’s. And that
was by accident. Furthermore, his sing-
ers, Bob Eberly and Helen O’Connell,
had been with the band for several years
when that accident happened. In 1939,
Jimmy took on a radio series for Raleigh
cigarettes. (In those days, cigarette com-
panies were big big-band sponsors.) It
was only a 15-minute show, and one of
Dorsey’s arrangers, Tutti Camarata,
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